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excess of performance over and above that which forms the basis of the bid, and also for stated deductions from the contract price for given percentages by which the performance fails to meet the standard. In this way the contractor is fairly paid for accomplishing more than he agreed to, and the purchaser obtains a fair reduction in price for any failure to reach the agreed standard. When a specific performance is made the basis of a contract without these agreed premiums and discounts, the purchaser is at liberty to refuse to accept the work at any price, in case of even a partial failure to meet the specified requirements; while, on the other hand, if the contractor has far exceeded the specifications, he gets no benefit whatever for the enhanced value of the product. A specific performance, therefore, when made the basis of the acceptance of a piece of contract work without these provisions for premiums and discounts is a very onesided and unfair contract, and its use should be discouraged by •engineers.
In all cases where a specific performance is made the basis of a contract price, the conditions of this performance should be so clearly stated in the specifications, and the nature of the tests to determine this performance so distinctly described that no misunderstanding could arise when the time comes for making these tests. These descriptions belong in the .specifications rather than to the proposals.
69.    Contract  Including   Maintenance.    In   the case of street pavements, especially where  the material is new or untried, it is common to require the contractor   to  maintain it for a given period, at a stated price per annum.     In this case this maintenance price must also be  provided  for  in  the proposal, as well as the price charged lor first cost.
70.    Contract for the Work Only.    It is often wise
for the principal to purchase materials  himself which  shall   be 6

